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CENTRAL OBSERVATION Edge devices, Al services and delivery platforms are becoming one distributed control plane.
WEEKLY SELECTION - FIVE SIGNALS FROM A WIDER SCAN OF POLICY, LAW, THREATS, STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY

Stablecoin controls depend on service policy [
0 ESMA - 8 OCT 2026 + SOURCE 1
. . . o , SECTOR IMPACT
FACT ESMA told MiCA authorised providers to stop EU services involving non-compliant L
stablecoins and remediate existing exposure within three months. Material implications in this edition
IMPACT Providers need technical controls that block non-compliant token exposure.
TENSION Central policy improves consistency and becomes a shared availability dependency. PUBLIC SECTOR DIRECT
DECISION Define policy distribution, local enforcement, monitoring and fail-safe behaviour. = Managed edge and Al need control.

Standardise policy, logs and fallback.

EBA 4.4 creates a dated platform release
EBA - 12 OCT 2026 - SOURCE 2

) ) . FINANCIAL SERVICES DIRECT
FACT EBA released framework 4.4 Phase 1 with a Data Point Model, validation rules and @ Sl s R Tae FE e

XBRL taxonomies for IFRS 18, ESG and amended disclosures. Tt versien Callls mme) il e,
IMPACT New models, rules and taxonomies apply from Q4 2026 in phased scope.
TENSION Fast regulatory change competes with stable data and reporting platforms.
DECISION Plan versioned deployment, parallel run, rollback and capacity evidence.

+ HEALTHCARE DIRECT
@ S is2 privieged control plane Require local cues, offine mode and
CERT-EU - 12 OCT 2026 - SOURCE 3 wipe.

FACT CERT-EU reported a CVSS 10.0 flaw in self-managed GitLab that can allow

unauthenticated code execution through CI/CD configuration.
IMPACT The critical flaw affects self-managed instances and CI/CD configuration. * ENERGY DIRECT
TENSION One outage or compromise can stop delivery and undermine trusted recovery. GitLab can influence control software.
DECISION Patch first, isolate runners, rotate variables and prove independent restore. Isolate runners and trusted releases.

° Smart glasses extend the managed edge

EDPB - 13 OCT 2026 - SOURCE 4 H LOGISTICS DIRECT
. . . . Al scheduling needs continuity. Cap
FACT EDPB issued preliminary guidance on smart glasses, shared controller duties and dependency and test manual dispatch.
reliable signals that make recording visible to bystanders.
IMPACT Recording devices combine sensors, identity, network, storage and linked apps.
TENSION Central management supports policy and increases cloud and network dependence.
DECISION Standardise enrolment, local notice, offline mode, updates and wipe. tl INDUSTRY + MEG. DIRECT

Pipelines and wearables reach plants.
Segment, update and recover locally.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION - 14 OCT 2026 - SOURCE 5

° Al use expands compute and observability

FACT An EU survey found 42% of SMEs and mid-caps use Al or algorithmic management;

21% plan to, while legal uncertainty is a leading barrier. - SERVICES DIRECT
IMPACT Experimental Al enters customer, monitoring and scheduling workloads. Al demand changes capacity. Set
TENSION Elastic consumption helps scale while cost, data location and model drift vary. ?au”obt:csl,(telemetry and provider
DECISION Set workload tiers, telemetry, quotas, provider boundaries and fallback. ’
DECISION AGENDA
ACT NOW ASSESS WATCH TRIGGER
Platform owners patch GitLab and verify Model Al, device and policy control Track EBA Phase 2 and device standards Reopen architecture when distributed
runners, secrets, artefacts and planes; record capacity, location, outage until platform requirements become control cannot operate safely during
independent recovery. and exit. stable. provider or network loss.
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-sets-out-supervisory-expectations-services-related-unauthorised
https://www.eba.europa.eu/publications-and-media/press-releases/eba-releases-final-technical-package-release-44-its-reporting-and-pillar-3-disclosure-framework
https://cert.europa.eu/publications/security-advisories/2026-016/
https://www.edpb.europa.eu/news/edpb-publishes-statement-on-the-data-protection-challenges-of-smart-glasses_en
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/growing-use-ai-european-companies-2026-10-14_en

